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Introduction

Benefits of wind energy - nationally and locally

ABO Wind Ireland Limited (ABO Wind) are developing a wind farm
proposal in your local area at Kilranelagh, Co. Wicklow.
Since launching our project proposals back in January, we have
met or spoken with many members of the community living in
the immediate vicinity of the proposed wind farm site as well as
several other interested individuals/groups to present our plans in
more detail and discuss any comments or concerns in relation to
these.

It is widely acknowledged that climate change is a very real threat
to our society and that we must take immediate action to reduce
our greenhouse gas emissions. One of the key ways that has been
identified by the Irish Government in the Climate Action Plan
2019 is to reduce our reliance on fossil fuels such as coal, peat and
gas and increase the share of renewables providing us with our
electricity from 32% in 2019 to 70% by 2030. As one of the lowest
cost forms of renewable electricity generation, onshore wind
projects will form an integral part of the renewable energy mix
required to achieve this.

We are sending out this project update newsletter to ensure
that people in the wider hinterland of the proposed Kilranelagh
wind farm are also aware of the proposals, and to ensure there
is an opportunity for the local community to receive information
and to communicate directly with ABO Wind throughout the
development process. Although the timing and distribution of this
newsletter has been delayed by the current Covid 19 crisis, you
are welcome to contact our Community Liaison Officer (CLO) at
any time for information and to provide comments or feedback on
the project. This contact is encouraged by way of email, phone or
virtual meeting. Contact details are provided at the bottom of this
newsletter.
The project website has been live since January and is kept
updated with project news and progress. If you would like to
receive notification of website updates via email, please get in
touch to be added to our e-mail list. Alternatively, if you do not
have access to a computer and would prefer postal updates, please
contact our CLO by phone or letter requesting to be added to our
direct mailing list.

If the proposed Kilranelagh Wind Farm project receives planning
permission and is constructed, ABO Wind will commit to contribute
€2/MWh to a community benefit fund for the first 15 years of the
project life. For example; if a 30MW wind farm was developed, this
fund could be in the region of €150,000 per year over the 15 years,
and will be tailored to meet the needs of the local community,
with a strong focus on benefiting those communities living closest
to the wind farm. If the project receives all consents required to
build out we will be looking to the local community for ideas or
suggestions relating to the community benefit fund.
In 2018 alone, Irish wind farms made contributions of almost
€2.5 million to communities across the country, used to fund
local projects, clubs, schools and recreation groups. In addition to
contributions to community benefit funds, wind farms also pay a
total of approximately €30 million per year in commercial rates to
local councils which supports the provision of a range of important
services across Ireland1.

We hope that you and your families are keeping safe and well
during this time.

1 Wind Energy Community Benefit Report 2018. Available at https://www.iwea.com/images/files/iwea-funding-communities-6-page-single-page.pdf.

www.kilranelagh-windfarm.com

Key concerns raised

Site Layout

Initial feedback received on the project through the consultation
process is that there are some particular concerns in relation to
archaeology, noise, and shadow flicker. Further detail on each of
these topics is provided in the sections next page:

Figure 1 below shows the property boundary in blue and the wind
farm site boundary in red. It also shows the preliminary wind
turbine layout which we presented for consultation in February
2020. It consists of nine turbines up to a maximum height of 165m
(to tip of blade).

1. Archaeology
There are two aspects to this which we are currently working on
and plan to address prior to submitting a planning application:
On-site archaeology
At an early stage of the project, archaeologists were engaged and
detailed research and an initial site inspection took place. This
has allowed archaeological features to be identified and mapped
on Kilranelagh Hill. Turbines and associated infrastructure will
be located outside agreed exclusion zones associated with all
identified archaeological features.
Wider archaeological landscape
Another aspect is the setting of the wind farm in the context of
the broader archaeological landscape and the hillforts situated
at Spinans/Brusselstown Hill, and Baltinglass Hill as well as
prehistoric ritual monuments on Keadeen Mountain. Our
archaeologists and landscape architects will be working closely
together over the coming months to carry out an in-depth
assessment of the potential impacts of the proposals. We are
also engaging with the National Monuments Service (NMS) of
the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht, Wicklow
County Council and other interested parties.
2. Noise
There has been great advancements in wind turbine technology in
recent years, which means that modern turbines are significantly
quieter than older models, with continuous improvements in
this area. The likelihood of noise posing a problem decreases
with distance from each turbine, particularly beyond 500m. At
Kilranelagh, the minimum distance between any wind turbine
and the nearest residential property will be 660m. In the draft
revised wind energy development guidelines2 published in 2019,
the Government proposes strict new noise limits for wind farms,
designed to ensure that noise levels causing issues are avoided
at all nearby properties. Over the next few months, we will be
carrying out noise monitoring at a number of properties closest
to the proposed wind farm and modelling of the predicted noise
levels, to ensure that the wind farm can be compliant with the
applicable noise limits over its life – typically 25-30 years.
3. Shadow Flicker
Shadow flicker occurs when the shadows cast by the blades of
a wind turbine fall over a residential property creating a flicker
effect. This only happens in rare circumstances where the sun is
shining at a low angle – just after dawn and before sunset – and
where the turbine is directly between the sun and the property.
Under the draft revised wind energy development guidelines,
no shadow flicker is permitted at any residential property, and
wind turbines will need to shutdown during the short periods
where there is potential to cause shadow flicker. A shadow flicker
assessment will be carried out which will determine the conditions
under which this could occur, and this will inform the shadow
flicker mitigation strategy. Shadow flicker is easily controlled with
a shadow flicker protection system which can shut the turbines
down during these short sensitive periods.
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map – Kilranelagh property boundary is shown in blue and wind farm site
boundary is shown in red

We have been gathering feedback on this preliminary layout
from comments made by members of the community during the
initial consultation period. We would now welcome any further
thoughts/feedback from the wider community on the layout and
any other aspect of the development.

Environmental Impact Assessment Report and
Planning Application
Over the coming months we will be carrying out more detailed
environmental studies across the site including ecology/
ornithology, geology and hydrology, landscape and visual, shadow
flicker, noise, archaeology, traffic and transport, air quality, forestry,
population and human health, and telecommunications.
These studies will be compiled into an Environmental Impact
Assessment Report (EIAR) which will be submitted along with a
planning application to Wicklow County Council. The target date
for planning submission is September 2020 (but this date may be
reviewed in light of current circumstances).

Contact Details
Community Liaison Officer – Aoife O’Keeffe
Unit 3 Aspen Court, Cornelscourt, D18 K400
Email – kilranelaghwindfarm@abo-wind.com
Phone number – 01 289 0845
Project website – www.kilranelagh-windfarm.com

Government of Ireland (2019) Draft Revised Wind Energy Development Guidelines.

Available at https://www.housing.gov.ie/sites/default/files/public-consultation/files/draft_revised_wind_energy_development_guidelines_december_2019.pdf.
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