Buffalo Plains Wind Farm Inc.

Buffalo Plains Wind Farm Inc.
#210-3015 12 Street NE
Calgary AB T2E 7J2
Canada
phone: +1 (877) 393-2284

2020-04-24

Keaton Lever
phone: +1 (403) 993-4013
keaton.lever@abo-wind.com

RE: Buffalo Plains Wind Farm
Dear Neighbour,
Thank you for your ongoing interest in the Buffalo Plains Wind Farm (“Project”). On January 25th, 2019 we held a
public Community Breakfast as a forum of sharing information about our Community Vibrancy Fund and recently
released Green Option Program. We gathered valuable feedback from the community in regards to these
programs and are excited to continue refining them to increase community value. We encourage you to continue
to follow the Project updates on our project website (www.buffaloplainswindfarm.com).
Project Updates
Buffalo Plains is continuing to consult with the community and has made the following adjustments.
Considering stakeholder feedback and progress in technology, Buffalo Plains has:
a) re-sited turbine locations and
b) selected a different turbine model which is anticipated to be filed with the Alberta Utilities Commission.
a)
Based on stakeholder feedback as well as wildlife environmental considerations, we have:
• re-sited three turbines (T-30 ,T-58 & T-93)
• re-sited access roads (T-68 & T-69)
Details on changes noted in Table 1 below.
Change

Reason

Turbine 30

Moved 75 meters West

Stakeholder Feedback

Turbine 58

Moved 125 meters Northwest

Increase Turbine Spacing

Turbine 93

Moved 175m North

Stakeholder Feedback

Turbine 68 & 69

Road relocated to come from the West

Stakeholder Feedback

Infrastructure
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Not included in the table above:
Buffalo Plains has micro-sited access roads for constructability at forty two turbines locations (T-04,T-06,T-08,T09,T-10,T-11,T-12,T-13,T-14,T-15,T-17,T-18,T-20,T-32,T-40,T-41,T-42,T-45,T-48,T-50,T-51,T-56,T-58,T-63,T66,T-67,T-71,T-72,T-74,T-75,T-76,T-80,T-83,T-84,T-85,T-86,T-87,T-88,T-89,T-91,T-92,T-93).
*Road adjustments shown in the map attached to this letter.

In addition, Buffalo Plains has selected four temporary staging areas during the construction phase located at:
T-1, T-36, T-67 & T-87.
*Staging areas shown in the map attached to this letter

b)
Buffalo Plains has chosen a different turbine which when compared to the previously proposed model has similar
dimensions and the same total height of 200 meters with a reduced max noise emission profile. The new turbine
model has a slightly lower hub height and a slightly larger rotor size allowing higher overall efficiency. New noise
and shadow flicker studies will be provided during the next Open House and shortly after on our project website.
Please see below the comparison between our preliminary model and our recently selected model:
Enercon E-160 4.6 (Preliminary)

Siemens Gamesa 6.2-170 (to be filed)

Turbine Hub Height

120 meters

115 meters

Turbine Rotor Diameter

160 meters

170 meters

Total Turbine Height

200 meters

200 meters

Max. Noise Emissions

106.2 dBA

106 dBA

4.6 MW

6.2 MW

83

83

Nameplate Capacity
Number

of

Proposed

Turbines

Covid-19
In response to the Covid-19 crisis, necessary precautionary measures are taken for the protection of Buffalo Plains
employees and our host community. Buffalo Plains is making every effort possible to continue to advance the
Project and provide timely updates. Our staff will still be available to answer questions or concerns regarding the
Project and will still be reaching out to stakeholders for consultation. Due to the current safety measures, we
cannot provide or offer face-to-face meetings at this time. In the interim we are available for phone calls, video
meetings and will continue to send mailed packages and newsletters such as this one. We will keep you updated
as more details emerge.
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Third Buffalo Plains Public Open House
In our January newsletter we had informed the public of our plans to hold a third open house in order to provide
final details of the Project design anticipated in spring 2020. Our team is doing everything possible to keep on
track to do so. In the event the recent Covid-19 outbreak prevents Buffalo Plains from holding this event in public
we will assess alternative options such as online video conferencing. Future mailed newsletters and packages will
provide you an update on this open house and the venue in which it will be held. We are still planning to release
updated noise impact assessment, shadow flicker assessment and visual simulations based on the revised turbine
model and layout. These will be provided publically at Buffalo Plains third open house tentatively planned for spring
2020 and shortly after on the project website. Buffalo Plains will continue to comply with AUC Rule 012: Noise
Control.

Consultation Update
We remain committed to an open and transparent consultation process in accordance with the Alberta Utilities
Commission Rule 007. In March 2019, we held our first open house to gather feedback about the proposed Project.
We took the feedback received from the community and integrated it into our initial project design. In November
2019, we presented our initial project design to the community and gathered further feedback. This feedback was
taken into consideration and wherever applicable and feasible, project adjustments were made. These
adjustments included the change of turbine type to a model with lower noise emissions, turbine relocation and in
some cases turbine removal. The road design was adjusted based on specific stakeholder feedback. In addition,
we incorporated a two kilometer setback from the Village of Lomond as requested by stakeholders and community
members. The conceptual project plan originally included 125 wind turbines and has since been reduced to 83
wind turbines. These adjustments have been conveyed to stakeholders through mail out packages and newsletters
as well as through our website at www.buffaloplainswindfarm.com
Furthermore, we have responded to the community’s request for further community value by adding a Community
Vibrancy Fund that will provide funds directly into the Village of Lomond to contribute to community initiatives. In
addition to this program, our Green Option Program was released to provide yearly benefit to stakeholders living
within two kilometers of a Buffalo Plains wind turbine. These community value programs were presented to the
community on January 25th, 2020 at a Community Breakfast held by Buffalo Plains Wind Farm. Further details will
be provided before commencement of operation.
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We are committed to regularly updating stakeholders on the project through mail out packages (Project Specific
Information Packages), newsletters and through our website which has the most up to date news on the project.
We are continuing to gather feedback from the community through phone or in person consultation and open
houses.
We truly appreciate the feedback we have received so far and encourage the community and stakeholder to ][ou
(www.buffaloplainswindfarm.com) or contact me at (403) 993-4013 or at keaton.lever@abo-wind.com
I appreciate your patience during this time and continued interest in the Project.

Keaton Lever
Chief Development Officer
ABO Wind Canada Ltd.
(403) 993-4013
Keaton.Lever@abo-wind.com
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